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CLAIMS 

1. A method for preparing antibodies comprising: 

a) transfecting a cell line with a nucleic acid construction comprising in the same reading 
frame a nucleic sequence coding for a membrane protein and a nucleic sequence of interest coding 

for a polypeptide of interest, and 

b) preparing antibodies directed against the polypeptide of interest with cells prepared in step 

(a) of with their membfanes. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the cell line transfected in step (a) is an 

inMnime systerh line. 

3. the method according to claim 2, wherein the cell line transfected in step (a) is a 
fiision line with a B lymphocyte. 

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein preparation of antibodies in step (b) is 

performed from B cells obtained: 

(i) by immunizing an animal with transfected cells expressing at their surface the 
polypeptide of interest prepared in step (a) or with their membranes, 

(ii) by contacting transfected cells expressing at their surface the polypeptide of interest 
prepared in step (a) or their membranes with cell populations comprising cells capable of producing 
antibodies. 

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the cell line transfected in step (a) is 
histocompatible with the animal immunized in (i) or the cells employed in (ii). 

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the nucleic sequence of interest is placed 
under control of regulation sequences enabling elevated expression of the polypeptide of interest and 
its exportation to surfaces of the transfected cells. 
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7. The method accbrdiiig to claim 1, wherein the nucleic sequence coding for a 
membrane protein and the nucleic sequence of interest are placed together under control of 
regulation sequehces enabling elevated expression of the polypeptide of interest and its exportation 
to siu-faces of the transfected cells. 

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the nucleic sequence of interest is placed 
before, after, or in the nucleic sequence coding for a membrane protein. 

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the nucleic sequence coding for a 
membrane protein and the nucleic sequence coding for a polypeptide of interest are bound by oiie or 
more identical or different bindiiig nucleic sequences. 

10. The method accordmg to claim 9, wherein one of the binding nucleic , sequences codes 
for a polypeptide participating in the immune response. 

11. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the nucleic acid construction employed for 
transfectirig the cell line of step (a) comprises an antibiotic resistance gene. 

12. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the nucleic acid construction employed for 
traiisfecting the cell line of step (a) is a nucleic vector adapted to the cell line transfected in step (a). 

13. the method according to claim 1, wherein the transfected cell line is autologous, 
isologous or homologous with the cells employed in (i) or (ii). 

14. The method according to claim 1, further comprising, after transfection of the cell 
line, analyzing the transfectarits for expression of the membrane protein or polypeptide of interest. 

.15. The method according to claim 1, wherein in step (b), the monoclonal antibodies are 
prepared by cellular fusion from cells of an animal having received transfected cells expressing at 
their surface the polypeptide of interest prepared in step (a) or their membranes. 
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16. The method according to claim 1 , wherein step (b) comprises: 

isolation from B cells producing antibodies against the polypeptide of interest, of nucleic acid 
sequences coding for each of the chains of said antibodies, and 
expressing the nucleic acid sequences in a host. 

17. The method according to claim 1, further comprising, after step (b), testing the 
antibodies obtained for capacity to recognize the polypeptide of interest by contacting the antibodies 
with: 

the cells of the line transfected in step (a) and/or 

the cells of the line transfected with a nucleic acid construction identical to that used in step 
(a), but without the nucleic sequence of interest. 

18. A cell into which has been introduced a nucleic acid construction comprising in the 
same reading frame a nucleic sequence coding for a membrane protein and a nucleic sequence of 
interest coding for a poij^eptide of interest; 

19. A composition comprising cells as defined in claim 18 or membranes of the cells. 

20. The method of claim 2j wherein the immune system line is a lymphoid line. 
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